Edgar Gold is a sea captain with many embellishments, academic, professional, and personal. As a result, his career and accomplishments have been remarkable. The years that I worked with him and others via the Dalhousie Ocean Studies Programme (DOSP) were among the most enjoyable in my own career, and sometimes involved a steep learning curve. The four directors of DOSP approached the ocean and environment in quite different ways. As a scientist concerned about the role of science in policy I covered ecological matters and the impacts of development on the ocean. My three lawyerly colleagues were individually very different in their approach to the oceans: sea captain, academic law of the sea specialist, and businessmanlawyer. Edgar, however, combined elements of all three.
The Sea Captain Scholar
Edgar Gold is a sea captain with many embellishments, academic, professional, and personal. As a result, his career and accomplishments have been remarkable. The years that I worked with him and others via the Dalhousie Ocean Studies Programme (DOSP) were among the most enjoyable in my own career, and sometimes involved a steep learning curve. The four directors of DOSP approached the ocean and environment in quite different ways. As a scientist concerned about the role of science in policy I covered ecological matters and the impacts of development on the ocean. My three lawyerly colleagues were individually very different in their approach to the oceans: sea captain, academic law of the sea specialist, and businessmanlawyer. Edgar, however, combined elements of all three.
All four of us contributed to each other's knowledge and understanding of what would be required to manage ocean use in the future. And we shared the common goal of wanting to educate and inspire a new generation of scholars and those who would have to carry out the practical management efforts. Along the way I became much more attuned to the needs of the people who know the sea best -those who spend their lives on boats. Through Edgar's suggestion I became involved for a time with teaching at the World Maritime University.
Edgar, of course, had excellent insights about life at sea. His tales of maritime insurance, the problems faced by mariners (on ships transporting the faithful to Mecca, operating ships visiting ports large and small around the world, the difficulties of following the complex regulatory frameworks for oil pollution and the ways in which liability could be limited, and many other topics), and the often rough interphase between shipowners and ship captains. The stories and his experiences readily shared still remain clear in my mind many years after the telling because they added an important dimension to my understanding.
Sea Captains and the Environment
Over the past 40 years a revolution with respect to the environment has occurred in operation of ocean-going vessels, both large and smaller. Sea captains have had to master operations once thought almost impossible, for example in the offshore oil service sector in remote areas and in deep-ocean drilling. International organizations such as the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), industry associations, and environmental organizations have worked to put in place meaningful regulations for environmental protection. Governmental agencies, port authorities, navies, and coast guards now work in a more coordinated and sophisticated fashion to monitor and enforce regulations, carry out emergency response and environmental cleanups, and engage in scientific initiatives. The tools available are remarkable including remote sensing and modeling to understand weather and climate change, for example, and advanced navigation and other technology. Mastering this technology has become the responsibility of ships captains and crews. Unfortunately the results are not always satisfactory. Mishaps such as the Exxon Valdez, the sinking of the large, electronically well-equipped British Columbia ferry Queen of the North after collision with a very large island, 1 and the million dollar loss of sensors of one of the world's most advanced underwater environmental monitoring system (Project Neptune off the British Columbia coast), apparently after a fishing vessel snagged the permanently mounted underwater apparatus, 2 all are the result of human error. Many more examples could be given of the high environmental and economic costs of deliberate or accidental acts by ship captains. If it were not for the rigorous training now in place for many of these professionals, the
